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ADDRESS TO PARENTS AT ST. MICHAEL'S COLLEGE » AFTEft PRESENTING 
FRIZES. """" ' ! • •• — — — 
13/11/70 7.45 pm. 
REV. BROTHER KANE* 
LADIES AMD GENTLEMEN* 
I AH VERY PLEASED TO HAVE BEEN ABLE TO PRESENT THE PRIZES 
HERE TONIGHT. 
(LONGHORN JOKE). 
BUT 1 HOPE THAT YOU WOW*! THINK THAT WHAT I WANT TO SAY 
TONIGHT AMOUNTS TO A LOAD OF THAT IS NOT SO. 
EDUCATION PATTERNS HAVE CHANGED ENORMOUSLY IN ASCENT YEARS 
AWD MANY MORE YOUNG PEOPLE ARE BEING EDUCATED TO SECONDARY 
AMD TERTIARY LEVEL. 
THIS HAS HAD THE EFFECT NOT.OWLY OF INCREASING THE NUMBERS OF 
WELL QUALIFIED AWD HIGHLY SKILLED PEOPLE ENTERING THE fe?ORK FORCE, 
IT HAS ALSO PRODUCED A HUGH GREATER SENSE OF SOCIAL AWARENESS 
AND A NECESSARY QUESTIONING OF OUR SOCIETY'S ASSUMPTIONS. 
SUCH QUESTIONING IS ESSENTIAL FOR AMY SOCIETY THAT WISHES TO BE 
ALIVE AND VITAL, IT IS PARTICULARLY NECESSARY IN A COUNTRY 
WHICH HAS REGARDED ITSELF AS *LUCKY* FOR SO LONG THAT MANY 
PEOPLE. THINK IT IS C1UITE GOOD ENOUGH THE WAY IT IS. BUT IF 
m DO STAND STILL, WE WILL SOON FIND THAT WE HAVE SLIPPED 
BEHIND MUCH OF THE REST OF THE WORLD. 
SO IT IS NECESSARY THAT THE ASSUMPTIONS UNDERLYING OUR SOCIETY 
ARE CONSTANTLY AND INTELLIGENTLY EXAMINED. 
ONE OF THE MOST VALUABLE FUNCTIONS OF EDUCATION IS THAT IT 
PROVIDES PEOPLE 8ITH THE TOOLS TO QUESTION AND TO REACH 
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CONCLUSIONS FOR THEMSELVES. 
THIS DOES NOT MIAN OF COURSE THAT WE WILL BE TEACHING CHILDREN 
OR ADULTS TO REJECT, EITHER WHOLLY OR IN PART, THE TRADITIONAL 
BELIEFS AND CONCEPTIONS OF OUR SOCIETY. THERE IS NO REASON AT 
ALL WHY THEY SHOULDN'T ACCEPT THE VIEWS PUT TO THEM. BUT IT IS 
NOT A QUESTION OF MERE ACCEPTANCES IT IS RATHER A QUESTION OF 
WHETHER THEY HAVE ACCEPTED THESE VIEWS AS A RESULT OF CAREFUL 
THOUGHT AND CONSIDERATION, OR WHETHER THEY HAVE BEEN ABSORBED 
UNCRITICALLY AND- RETAINED ONLY FROM HABIT. 
IF THIS IS THE CASE, IT WOULD ALMOST BE BETTER TO HAVE NO 
OPINION AT ALL. FOR ANY OPINION IS WORTHY OF RESPECT IF IT 
HAS BEEN ARRIVED AT AS A RESULT OF INTELLIGENT DELIBERATION 
EVEN IF IT IS A VIEW WITH WHICH YOU PERSONALLY DISAGREE. AND 
FROM OTHERS WITH DIFFERENT BELIEFS, EVEN IF THOSE OTHERS ARE 
YOUR CHILDREN OR YOUR PARENTS. IN ANY CASE, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT 
YOUNG PEOPLE ARE GIVCN THE OPPORTUNITY TO &ISCUSS ANYTHING THEY 
WANT TO BOTH AT SCHOOL WITH THEIR TEACHERS AND THEIR CLASSMATES 
AND AT HOME WITH THEIR PARENTS AND THEIR FRIENDS* 
I THINK THAT MUCH OF WHAT IS CALLED THE GENERATION GAP IS DUE 
TO A FAILURE TO DISCUSS IMPORTANT PROBLEMS ON THE PART OF CHILDREN 
AND ADULTS, SO THAT NEITHER UNDERSTANDS THE GROUNDS ON WHICH THE 
OTHERS BELIEFS ARE FOUNDED. INSTEAD OF DIFFERENCES BEING 
RESPECTED AND ACCEPTED, THEY RATHER TEND TO BE MISUNDERSTOOD 
AND DEPLORED BY BOTH PARTIES. 
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OUR EDUCATION SYSTEM SHOULD AIM TO ACHIEVE A STANDARD IN THIS 
FIELD OF ENCOURAGING CRITICAL DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC ISSUES WHICH 
WILL EVENTUALLY ENSURE THAT ALL OUR CITIZENS ARE WELL INFORMED 
AMD CAPABLE OF PLAYING AN INTELLIGENT AND ACTIVE PART IN THE LIFE 
OF THE COMMUNITY. 
AT PRESENT I AM AFRAID THAT THIS IS NOT THE CASE. 
MANY CHILDREN CANNOT RECEIVE A PROPER EDUCATION BECAUSE EITHER 
THEIR SCHOOLS ARE BADLY FINANCED OR THEIR PARENTS CANNOT AFFORD 
TO KEEP THEM AT SCHOOL AFTER THEY HAVE TURNED FIFTEEN. THE 
QUALITY AND QUANTITY OF A CHILD'S EDUCATION SHOULD NOT BE 
DETERMINED BY WHAT HIS PARENTS CAN AFFORD TO SPEND. 
ALL OF OUR CHILDREN SHOULD HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO DEVELOP 
THEIR INTELLECTS AND THEIR CREATIVE TALENTS AS FULLY AS POSSIBLE, 
AND OUR SOCIETY WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO REALISE ITS POTENTIAL 
UNTIL IT IS POSSIBLE FOR US TO SAY THAT NO CHILD RECEIVES A 
BETTER EDUCATION THAN ANY OTHER CHILD. 
THIS IS OBVIOUSLY NOT THE CASE AT THE MOMENT, AS MANY STATE 
AND INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS SUFFER GRIEVOUSLY FROM LACK OF FUNDS 
AND THE STUDENTS OF THESE SCHOOLS SUFFER PROPORTIONATELY. 
RESEARCH HAS SHOWN FOR INSTANCE THAT ONLY ABOUT 5-6$ p.c. 
OF STUDENTS FROM STATE AND CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GO ON TO STUDY 
AT THE UNIVERSITY WHEREAS 20 p.c. OF STUDENTS FROM THE 
WEALTHIER INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS CARRY ON THEIR STUDIES AT THE 
UNIVERSITY* 
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE SITUATION CHANGE SO THAT THERE IS NO 
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DIFFERENCE IN THE NUMBERS OF STUDENTS GOING TO UNIVERSITY 
FROM THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF SCHOOLS* 
BUT OUR EDUCATIONAL IDEALS CAN ONLY BE ATTAINED IF UE ARE 
ABLE TO DIRECT MORE MONEY INTO THIS FIELD, AND THE STATES 
CANNOT FIND THE NECESSARY MONEY THEMSELVES. 
IT IS UP TO THE COMMONWEALTH TO RECOGNISE THAT IT IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF ALL OUR CHILDREN AND 
THAT IT MUST THEREFORE CHANGE ITS ATTITUDE TOWARDS EDUCATION. 
IN FACT IT SHOULD BE FORCED HOME TO EVERYBODY THAT EDUCATION 
NO LONGER INVOLVES MERELY THE ACQUISITION OF THE MECHANICAL 
SKILLS OF READING, WRITING, ARITHMETIC AND ROTE LEARNING, 
BUT ALSO THE STIMULATION OF THE YOUNG AND THEIR POTENTIAL 
CREATIVITY AND INTELLIGENCE. THIS SHOULD BE THE CONCERN 
OF GOVERNMENTS, SCHOOLS, TEACHERS AND PARENTS ALIKE. IF 
AUSTRALIA IS TO PROGRESS AND FIND A PLACE FOR ITSELF IN THE 
YEARS TO COME, IT WILL BE THROUGH THE WISDOM AND DYNAMIC 
OF THE YOUNG PEOPLE tfE HAVE IN OUR SCHOOLS TODAY. 
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